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QEUSTIONS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE IN TEACHING OF MAHDUMI A’ZAM
“We set ourselves as an object not only to reflect vital qay and rich heritage of our great wise men, but also to prove in the person of our great representatives of the past how rich and multi – coloured the spiritual, scientific, cultural, religious and moral world of our people.”        
(I.A.Karimov) 
    Question of social justice and safeguarding of peace and consent in society was in the centre of attention and creative  activity of Saeed Ahmad ibn Mavlana Jaloliddin Hojagi Kasani Mahdumi A’zam, the great successor and eminent theorist of  Naqshbandiya teaching and it   was indicated by historical and literary sources of the XV-XVI centuries.


The thinker, making quotations from Koran and statements from hadis of prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H), substantiated his opinions  about the role of the state in the society, relations between rulers and people, ways of state administration, just governing by rulers, establishment of social justice in the society  in his scientific treatises collected in “Majmuat-ur-rasoil” ( the collection of messages and treatise ). The period of life and activities of Mahmudi A’zam (the second part of the XV century, the beginning of the XVI century) was the period of complication of social and political situation in Central Asia. Firstly it was the period of aggravation of intestine wars between the descendants of Amir Timur (Timurids) for power and seizure of new territories, secondly, it was the period of destabilization on tension of social and political situation in the region, thirdly the invasion of  aggressive forces of Sheibanids  from the sides of  Dashti Kipchak (the territory from western Kazakhstan to the Caspian sea shores) flared up tensions in strained enough social political situation and intestine wars between Timurids. In such a bad strained situation, safeguarding of peace and calmless, stabilization of social and political situation were one of the most important  tasks of  that time. Eminent representatives of clergy and sufic currents, in the first place the representatives of Naqshbandiya tarikat (teaching) especially Mahmudi A’zam and his comrades tried to make a valuable contributionto solution of those difficult tasks. And  the questions of peace, consent and calmness, establishing social justice in the society took a special place in the centre of attention of the followers of sufic currents and their practical activities. Particular merit of Mahmudi A’zam in the given questions is that he enriched thoughts and statements of his predecessors with new ideas and forms proceeding from real social and political situation af that time. 

“Indeed, each problem and task expressed in the treatise by Mahmudi A’zam assumed a special character of values which are common to all mankind. Particularly, the problems of place and importance of social level of people in the society stated by Mahmudi A’zam are considered to be one of these values. Mahmudi A’zam respected much cultural heritage of his predecessors and was deeply aware of their point of view on his matter. Proceeding from it he made a special system of social levels and tried to substantiate them. Mahmudi A’zam refered emir (rulers, tsars, kings), scientists, peasants, representatives of handicraft and other levels of the society to this  system”, writes Professor Sohibnazar Karimov.



Realizing that the heavy burden of the fight of rulers for the crown and power will lie on the shoulders of ordinary people the thinker criticized and damned such wars and conflicts and in most cases he was able to avert such clashes as it was at the beginning of the XVI century. At that time the ruler of Tashkent Sultan Ahmad Navruz Barakkhan in alliance with the ruler of Samarkand Sultan Abdulatifkhan wanted to attack Bukhara with forces of 200 thousand  men. In this anxious situation Mahmudi A’zam came up to Barakkhan and said him frankly: “Why did you come here and trouble Moslems? Aren’t you afraid of God and his prophet? Follow my good advice, abandon your purposes and go back to your possessions”. Thus the thinker averted the imminent danger of  war against Bukhara. Pints of view and ideas of the thinker about state system, state administration, it’s functions, problems of social justice were manifested brightly in his treatises as “Zubbat-us-solikin va tanbiyat-us-salotin” (Treatise for sultan’sedification), “Risolai ahvoli ulamo va umaro” (Treatise about conditions of scientists and rulers) and “Risolai Boburiy” (Treatise about Bobur).



“Administration of state and people is the heritage left to people by Adam himself and people must carry out this work in accordance with desire and consent of God,” notes the scientist in his treatises. In his opinion, if descendants of Adam need a  king  or  a  caliph  as  their leader  ,they(leaders) must  be gifted, merciful, just able to solve problems, pains and sufferings of their people. In his “Treatise for sultan edification” Mahdumi A’zam writes, “After master Adam the most Glorious God send to the community of people the most able of them and in and in accordance with necessity of the definite time elected the worthy man from this community and appointed him a caliph. And since that time it remains so. For the sunnah of the Allah was established in the way that people couldn’t exist without a ruler. But be aware, you, who is seeking after knowledge, that a deputy must be in the rank of deserving successor, i.e expectations, mercy, justice and anger of Moslems must be concentrated in him. And it is so, he must be the caliph, for his being affirmed a deputy and a ruler on earth from the Most Glorious God”



Developing his idea, the scientist writes further: “And if the Most Glorious and Most High God choose one of his slaves and appoints him as a ruler over other his slaves, then the choosen one must be grateful for the given mercy, show diligence and never spare efforts in just and mercify administration of God’s creatures, as the Most glorious and the most high God is thousands times more merciful to his slaves than a mother to her child”



In Mahdumi A’zam’s opinion ruler of the state must be jus-honest ,merciful, exacting  to themselves and others, enterprise, clever, intelligent and far-seeing. And appealing to rulers he writers further: “As it is said in hadis (stories about statements and activities of the prophet ) the Most Glorious and the Most High God endowed them (rulers) with such happiness that for an hour of just governing they will be rewarded as for sixty years of divine service. Then they should be grateful for such great mercy and always use scales of justice, for this the Most Glorious and the Most High God will prolong their governing in this world and enbow them with happiness in this world for every such hour -if it is pleasing the Most High Allah”.


Mahdumi A’zam in his treatise showed the fundamental distinguishing features of the person worthy of this high post as a padishah (king, tsar, ruler). In his opinion, this man must be just to Moslems, i.e., to his subjects, merciful, kind, noble, careful,polite, the custodian of honour of Islam, shariah, tariqah and promote their progress, literate, clever, gifted, faithful to teachings and ideas of tariqah,with a sound mind in a sound body. Mahdumi A’zam in his teaching emphasizes ruler’s successful administration of the state closely related with their respect and faithfulness to the representatives of sufic teachings. In his opinion, respect, love and keeping to the rule of tariqah will raise authority of the ruler before his people, nation and strengthen state foundations, promote achievement of political and economic success, refusal of different negative deeds.


In conclusion we can emphasize that Mahdumi A’zam was an eminent thinker of Sufism of his time, he influenced directly on rulers, made a valuable contribution to stabilization of social and political situation of his time.
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