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CONSTRUCTIVIST TEACHING AS A MODERN WAY AND A NEW TECHNIQUE OF TEACHING ENGLISH
Nowadays there is a great variety of methods of teaching foreign languages (TFL). Our research touches upon a most popular modern technique of teaching - constructivist teaching. The present article deals with analysis of its impact to the improvement of learning English. Constructivist teaching is based on the idea that learners are actively involved in the knowledge construction process. Students themselves are the makers of meaning and knowledge in the frames of the learning process. 
The actuality of the problem is grounded by a great effectiveness of this relatively new method in comparison with old methods of teaching English. Constructivist teaching fosters critical thinking and creates motivated independent learners. The aim of this article is to present an overview of constructivist teaching methods characteristics and point out some specific constructivist techniques used in TFL.
A wide variety of methods is based on constructivist learning theory which  relies on some forms of guided discovery where the teacher avoids most direct instruction and attempts to lead the student through questions and activities to discover, discuss, appreciate and verbalize the new knowledge. These methods of сonstructivist teaching were researched by David Nunan and David Jonassen. In their works they state that one of the primary goals of using constructivist teaching is to develop students’ ability to take initiative in their own learning experience. Furthermore, in the constructivist classroom, students work primarily in groups where learning and knowledge are interactive and dynamic. There is a great focus and emphasis on social and communication skills as well as collaboration and exchange the ideas. This differs from the traditional classroom in which students work primarily alone achieving their aims through repetition. Besides, the subjects are strictly adhered to and are guided by a textbook. Activities encouraged in constructivist classrooms include experimentation, research projects, field trips, films and class discussions.  By using experimentation method students perform an experiment individually and then come together as a class to discuss the results. Research projects help students to research a topic and can present their findings to the class.  Field trips allow students to put the concepts and ideas discussed in class in a real-world context.  Films provide visual context and thus bring another sense into the learning experience.  Method of class discussions is one of the most important methods of constructivist teaching. It is applied in all the methods described above [3]. In the constructivist classroom, the teacher’s role is to prompt and facilitate discussion. Thus, the teacher focuses on guiding the students by asking questions and leads them to develop their own conclusions on the subject. David Jonassen identifies three major roles for facilitators to support students in constructivist learning environments such as modeling, coaching and scaffolding. Modelling is focused on the expert’s performance. Coaching is focused on the learner’s performance. Scaffolding is a more systemic approach which provides temporary frameworks to support learning and student performance beyond their capacities [1].
David Nunan consideres that traditional assessment in the classrooms is based on testing. In this context, it is important for the student to produce correct answers. However, in constructivist teaching the process of gaining knowledge is viewed as being just as important as the product. Thus, assessment is based not only on tests, but also on observation of the student, the student’s work and the student’s points of view. Some assessment strategies include oral discussions, mind mapping, hands-on activities and pre-testing. Due to oral discussions the teacher presents students a “focus” question and allows an open discussion on the topic. Mind mapping categorizes the concepts and ideas relating to the topic. Hands-on activities encourage students to manipulate their environments or use a particular learning tool. Teachers can combine a checklist and observation to assess student success with the particular material. Pre-testing allows a teacher to determine what knowledge students bring to a new topic and thus will be helpful in further directing of the course of study. No less interesting technique of activization of cognitive activity trained is the technique of the role game which can also reflect a principle of problematical character at its certain organization and allows to solve problem situations of a various degree of complexity [2]. 
We come to a conclusion that the most useful approaches and methods for learning English are the methods of constructivism, communicative methods, tests, experiments, discussions and games. The advantages of the teaching methods and techniques mentioned above are numerous and they contribute to the development of such students’ skills and abilities as language learning and intercultural skills, communication skills, critical thinking skills, reflective learning abilities, organizational skills, professional knowledge and team-working skills. A pledge of successful mastering a foreign language by the pupils lies in professionalism of a teacher which should be in constant search of new methods of teaching to make a lesson fascinating, cognitive and remembered. Many of the methods may be applied successfully for children of younger and more advanced age. The resulted techniques are interesting from many points of view and give a wide space for creative work. We consider it useful to include them in the learning process.
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