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THE USAGE OF STYLISTIC DEVICES IN AGATHA CHRISTIE’S NOVELS

Every literary work is the result of figurative knowledge and reflection of reality by the writer. Literary work has the power of rational and emotional impact on the reader due to the individual image of the world by the writer. Portraying reality, the writer inevitably reflects his vision of the world, his attitude to it, combines the truth and the fiction in his works. Thus, a distinctive feature of a literary text is that it contains so-called artistic or aesthetic information, which is achieved by the unique usage of different rhetorical devices and figurative language. 
"Each of the elements of the text, both in the language level and in the speech level, can be defined as carriers of literary information”. [1, p. 573] Any formal elements of the language, including graphical means, may hold independent significance. And both those and others can be carriers of aesthetic information in the text.
Expressive means and stylistic devices play a huge role in the literary works of any author. Especially for those authors who create detectives. One of the most important goals in writing a detective story is to immerse the reader in the atmosphere of the events. Expressive means and stylistic devices serve to increase the expressiveness of the characters and to make the dialogues sharper. Using these means of stylistics, the writer has the opportunity to express his thoughts more fully and beautifully in order to make the any literary work comprehensible and exciting for reader.
According to systematic approach, linguistic means are considered to be expressive when they contribute to the accuracy, logic, clarity, expressiveness , emotionality, intensity, imagery and provide a full perception of speech by the addressee (understanding of the information which was laid in the text).
The choice and use of means of expression depend on the communicative situation, the chosen genre and, primarily, on the author's style. The use of means of expression also depends on the author's individuality.
Agatha is one of the best authors of crime writing and still remembered to this very day as the “Queen of Crime”. Despite strong competition within the writers of her period, Christie’s popularity continues to grow and she has not just achieved world fame, but has become a phenomenon in world culture and has taken a strong place in our minds.
Agatha Christie’s creative way is divided into three periods and each of them is determined with definite distinctive features. Therefore, each of her periods differs with its own style which was affected, as for instance, by writers of her period, the period itself, features of detective writing. Her novels are completely subordinated to intrigue and have a distinctly playful character. The characters and their relationships, and the whole atmosphere merely serve as background or a link for the development of the intrigue. In fact, it all comes down to the search and collection of evidence, the offender is mainly a person who was not suspected before. She uses various astonishing hints and devices in order to hide the criminal till the end. 
Afterwards, in novels as "Cards on the table”, "And then there were none", she immediately outlines the circle to which the offender belongs instead of hiding the killer as in her previous novels. [8, p. 101] accordingly, the emphasis is placed differently: psychological factors come to the fore, and not material evidence (cigarette butts, accidentally dropped objects, etc.), or a thorough - up to the minute - time report. The main same place entirely accorded human drama, and detective intrigue entirely now subject to it. The reader does not only compare the facts, but he has an opportunity to understand the relationships between characters, eventually, to determine the motive of the crime. Agatha Christie mostly was interested in posing psychological and religious questions in her works. 
As a matter of fact, the main function of her detectives is to write them in that way in which the reader will not be able to guess who is the real criminal. However the fact is that the killer is in plain view. Agatha Christie created numerous memorable characters, at the same time making necessary atmosphere, background and superb scenery. She achieved the necessary effect due to excellent and unique usage and choice of expressive means and stylistic devices. Her style of every period of her writing is full of various types of rhetorical devices and it is something that differentiates her from other crime writers. Due to the usage of devices, her writing style took much appreciation from critics.
She used stylistic devices in all levels, including syntactical, phonetic, morphological and lexical, for different purposes. In the novel “Cards on the table”, Agatha uses metaphor «I was in fever of impatience to get all the facts». [3, p. 17] The function of metaphor is the depiction of the high level of emotional struggle of the person. In addition, simile is used in the sentence «Linda was as awkward as a young colt and as prickly as a hedgehog». [3, p. 17] By means of comparison with the clumsy foal and prickly hedgehog Agatha Christie accurately depicts the teenager "ugly duckling", which is full of self-doubt. Hyperbole “A man of the world!” is employed for the purpose of transfer in a comical form the professionalism of the character. Another example of the stylistic device is on phonetic level «Market Loughborough was buzzing like a beehive». [3, p. 57] Here onomatopoeia does not carry any lexical meaning, but it serves to voice the author's ideas. Epithet takes a huge role in Agatha Christie’s writing. As for instance, «She was also a hot-headed feminist…» «A big, square, wooden-faced man moved forward». [3, p. 17] As a literary tool, writer uses epithet to describe the characters and settings more vividly, in order to give richer meaning in the text. It makes the depiction broader, hence easier to understand.
In the novel “Evil under the sun”, Christie also employs a huge amount of stylistic devices as antithesis, terms, inversion and epithet. Antithesis «In one sense nothing, in another sense everything” is used by the writer for the purpose of characteristic of the situation from different sights. [4, p. 117] Moreover, Agatha Christie often uses terms in her books, In majority of the cases, they are names of poisons or positions («And Superintendent Battle you doubtless know», said Mr. Shaitana»). [4, p. 201] Next vivid example of stylistic device is «Beatrice King was a short rather sly-looking girl with adenoids». [4, p. 115] The given epithet depicts brighter and more extend the character of the hero. Taking into account inversion in the given novel, it shows the typicality of the spoken language since her novels are vivid combination of formal and informal language. 
Another usage of term is in the novel “Sparkling cyanide”. She uses the poison term which is presented in the book. (“Well, there’s curare”) [5, p. 143] Moreover, the name of the book also includes the name of the poison. «She was dressed in glittering green and looked a little like a mermaid». [5, p. 59] In this example she uses simile. And here, comparing a girl in a green dress with a mermaid Agatha Christie makes an inference that she is insidious like a mermaid and can ruin the one who falls in love with her. On other words, she described the character as "femme fatale" with "destructive beauty". [7, p. 5]
Both novels “Sparkling cyanide” and “Five little pigs” have the usage of oxymoron, the purpose of which is to strengthen the effects of words on reader. As for instance, «He's just one of the usual unhappy successes» and «I remember now walking along the kitchen garden path repeating to myself in a kind of ecstatic delirium "under the glassy green translucent wave». [5, p. 13]
Another well-known detective that has a great majority of expressive means and stylistic devices is “And then there were none”. In this novel, she uses uniquely rhetorical devices in all levels, as for instance, numerous idioms, parallel and detached construction, antithesis, zeugma, hyperbole and etc. Furthermore, this novel is vivid example of combination of formal and informal language. The evidence is that she employs informal “old crown” instead of neutral “friend” or “poor old chap” instead of “old man”, at the same time making her writing unusual and exciting for the addressee. Idioms as “the crow flies”, “fight shy of”, “up-to-date”, “put his finger on the trouble”, “start the ball rolling”, “they must be rolling in money”, “heaps of time”, “have over the eight”, “slip on” are presented in the book for different purposes by the author as exaggeration, to connect one idea to another and to paraphrase the utterance. [6, p. 10-23]
She perfectly creates irony as it is presented in the sentences “The unfortunate fact that the new third wife of the American millionaire was a bad sailor had led to the subsequent putting up of the house and island for sale” and “A hundred guineas when he was literary down to his last square meal!” to add the comical effect and to hide the actual meaning of the words. The main function is to bring a literary work to the real life. [6, p. 6-10]
Ultimately, an appropriate use of expressive means and stylistic devices made the heroes of Agatha Christie’s novels and the situation, where they found themselves, more close, understandable and interesting to the reader. [2, p. 141]
The use of large number of stylistic means in the books of Agatha Christie helps readers to immerse deeper into the chain of events and to comprehend the idea and main gist of a work that “evil must be punished!” One of the distinctive features is the use of a wide range of expressive means, including the author's own words ("get-rich-quick-tack"), original epithets ("disinfected medical practitioner", "wooden-faced man", "hot-headed feminist"), polysemantic comparisons ("She... looked a little like a mermaid").
While analyzing Agatha Christie’s works, we identified the characteristic features that make her detectives more exciting. These traits can relate to the part of her work ("the killer is the one who was previously acquitted"), and to the whole writing in general ("the presence of the love lines"). Therefore, it must be mentioned how significant are peculiarities of characters and situations and how significant is to use stylistic devices to achieve this goal when writing a book.
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