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THE ROLE OF STUDENTS’ INDEPENDENT WORK IN THE PROCESS OF LEARNING ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES
English for Specific Purposes (ESP) has grown to become one of the most prominent areas of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teaching today. Its development is reflected in the increasing number of universities offering an MA in ESP as well as in the number of ESP courses offered to overseas students in English speaking countries. 
Entering the European space, Ukraine is expected to follow the European standards in language proficiency. The English for Specific Purposes (ESP) National Curriculum for Universities is designed to achieve the B2 language proficiency level as the standard of achievement for the Bachelor’s degree [1].

Teachers and researchers dealing with ESP are interested in the peculiarities of the English language determined by the profession or branch of science where the language learners will function as second language users. Thus, it is possible to distinguish among English for Law, English for Tourism, Medical English, Business English, etc.
With the transition to a credit-module system of training, independent work becomes an integral part of the learning process and aims to prepare students for further self-education as a means of seeking and acquiring social experience through which a future specialist will be able to continue his professional training.
Independent work in a foreign language is a type of educational activity in which students independently under the direction of a teacher perform various tasks, showing self-control skills.
Various features of students’ independent work including their self-organization, self-management, self-control, and finally independent work has been the subject of special research (M.A. Alijeva, E.V. Apanovich, M.S. Akhmetova, M.M. Bukareva, K.L. Butianina, Z.M. Vyvirkovskaja, M.G. Garunov, A.S. Elizarov, J.D. Efanova, F.G. Zolotavina, N.F. Korjakovtseva and others).
Scientists have proven that the high activity of the teacher in transferring a large amount of information to students inhibits the perception of those who 
study. Lack of independent work negatively affects learning a foreign language, especially ESP.
Formation of the skills of different types of professional communication with the use of a foreign language for students of non-language specialties requires the solution of a number of issues related to the optimal organization of the learning process in accordance with modern requirements and real conditions of teaching.
One of the most important directions of development of the student’s ability to carry out independently his or her educational activity on mastering a foreign language is the formation of his or her optimal personal strategies for language learning.
Solving the problem of formation, improvement and automation of students’ cognitive autonomy in the conditions of the credit-module system is to develop a new concept of learning, where all its components are aimed at the person-oriented development of the future specialist, his inducement not only to acquire knowledge independently, but also consciously realize them in practice.
Consequently, one of the main challenges of foreign-language teaching in higher institutions is the development of students’ readiness for independent work of creative type, (i.e. independent activity) [4, p. 35].
Examples of forms and types of student’s independent work are summary, colloquium, essay, presentation, business games, group or individual project.
The choice of the form and type of independent work of students in each subject is conducted in accordance with the specifics of the studied subject, its aims and objectives, the degree of complexity and relevance, level of training of the student, labor-intensity of the subject.
The peculiarity of student groups that study a foreign language for specific purposes is the different levels of preparation of a foreign language at previous 
stages of study.

Therefore, the task of the teacher is to pick up all sorts of situational exercises from different types of speech activities so that “strong” students can best represent their knowledge on a particular topic, and “weak” students did not feel uncomfortable and could also participate in the training process and increase their knowledge, skills and abilities. An important element of these tasks is their interesting design, the creation of a situation of success, at the same time, each task should contribute to internal self-analysis of behavior patterns, finding out the causes of complexity and finding ways to solve them. The role of the teacher in performing independent work is to observe the sequence of student actions and the progress of the work, as well as the individual counseling of students. When identifying typical errors it is necessary to provide additional explanations, and also it is advisable to perform a series of exercises on the learning of this aspect of the language.
One of the most effective forms of independent work is project work. It is widely used all over the world mainly because it allows to combine all the students’ knowledge from different fields to solve one problem, and it also gives the opportunity to put these knowledge into practice, producing new ideas at the same time.
Project method has gained widespread use in teaching foreign languages in the late 80s of the 20th century as well as is particularly relevant in our time.

A project in the process of learning a foreign language can be used as one of the forms of extracurricular work.
According to E.S. Polat [2], a method is a didactic category, a unity of techniques, of operations, aiming to master some field of practical or theoretical knowledge, or some skill. It’s also a way of cognition, a way of organization of the process of cognition. That is why, when we speak about the method of projects, we mean the way of achieving the aim through the detailed elaboration of the problem.
Thus, an independent research work of performers is realized. Project work encourages student responsibility in planning, developing and presenting his / her job. 
Implementation of the project is impossible without the organizational and cultural position of the teacher. The creative, non-standard approach of the leader promotes the development of positive motivation of the performers and orientation to independent learning activities.
Teaching students of non-linguistic specialties foreign language has its specifics regarding the learning objectives as well as the choice of methods and techniques during training. The leading direction in mastering a foreign language is gaining the learner of such a level of communicative competence that would allow the use of a foreign language in their further professional activities. The provisions of the modern didactics of higher education should be the basis for studying issues related to the increasing role of independent work of students, with the determining of the ratio of classroom and extracurricular work. In the classroom the teacher must specifically set aside time to develop skills of independent work, clearly pointing to a particular material, how to work. Student’s independent work will be as successful as the optimal and expedient process of its organization is planned.
Thus, independent work contributes to the development of the individual, and a person-oriented approach involves the organization of the educational process, the use of educational material, the selection of exercises and tasks that should correspond to the personality of the learner, his needs, motives, activity, intelligence, individual and psychological peculiarities. The teacher should take into account both the individual characteristics and the level of basic training of students.
Such work makes it possible to reveal the true capabilities of each student and accordingly create for him an individual trajectory of development that diversifies the learning process, making it more interesting, comfortable and, most importantly, improves the efficiency of training.

Consequently, the project work has a number of advantages, the main of which is the orientation to the independent activity of students and self-education, the development of their intelligence and creative abilities, the development of orientation skills in the information space, the promotion of knowledge acquisition and their use in practice, the formation of skills in the team and individually.
Independent work of the student is an important component of the educational process aimed at improving the quality, depth and strength of the resulting knowledge in the study of specific subjects of the curriculum, the formation of student needs to educate themselves, self-development and self-improvement, in particular, and in the subsequent professional activity.
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