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ANCIENT TRADE-PRODUCT EXCHANGING ROADS IN CENTRAL ASIA

“Irrigation farming by early agricultural communities produced a noticeable surplus and that stimulated the development of the economic system as a whole. It led to the exchange of experience and resource material. But the greatest change was in the development of social life. Small-scale trade in precious stones such as jade, shells and other sundries is evident in this period. Larger-scale long-distance trade appears only at the next stage when the use of metal led to mining and metallurgy.” That’s way, the early internal trade routes played so important role to connect ancient mines with places. In that time, demanding product-barter between places of the Central Asia was becoming higher. This process led to farmation of ancient trade routes in mining places to gain and find   precious stones and metal.  As we know, the Central Asia was rich in natural sources, like rare minerals, precious stones and other mining products which were in great demand in the Middle East and other places of ancient world. Thus, in the beginning of Neolithic period , Badakhshan was widely known with its lazurite (Lapis Lazuli ) the beginning of contacts and exchange links is referred to the III – I millennium BC, these links were worked out in connection with exploitation of deposits of lazurite in the mountains of Badakhshan and of deposits of nephrite in the upper stream of river Yarkent-Daria, in Khotan region. Lazurite, extracted in Badakhshan was exported to Iran, Mesopotamia, Anatolia, Egypt and Syria. This part had the name “Lazurite Road”( Lapis lazuli is found in limestone in the Kokcha River valley of Badakhshan province in northeastern Afghanistan, where the Sar-e-Sang mine deposits have been worked for more than 6,000 years. Afghanistan was the source of lapis for the ancient Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilizations, as well as the later Greeks and Romans. “During the height of the Indus valley civilization about 2000 BC, the Harappan colony now known as Shortugai was established near the lapis mines.In addition to the Afghan deposits, lapis has been extracted for many years in the Andes (near Ovalle, Chile), the LakeBaikal regionof Russia;Siberia; Angola; Argentina; Burma; Pakistan; Canada; India; and in the USA in California and Colorado). It connected Central Asia and Middle East with Mediterranean and India. Also existed so-called “Nephrite Road” which connected East Turkestan with China. Finding this kind of evidences in Central Asia was proved two main facts. First of all, the existence of “Lazurite Road” and secondly, the use of mine was begun in IV B.C.”There are many ancient places which where were found the products made from lazurite. For example, “sarazm”(Masson B.M, 2000 C 114)  “, in “the culture of Zamanbaba”(Sagdullaev A.C, 2004 , 32-33 pages), “Anov”, “Altin tepe” and “Namazgah” all of  in southern Turkmenistan (Masson B.M. 1981, c 84; Kurbansakhatov K, 1987, c 149) and this place gives information about existence of “Lazurite Road”.” At the same time, the regions natural conditions also emphasized the value of irrigated  agriculture, in most places the only possible way to farm or at any rate the most profitable, given the arid climate and the usual additional complication of a particular distribution of precipitation. The potential of irrigated agriculture is assessed on the basis of three factors: temprerature, topography and water supply. Of great importance to the developing cultures in ancient times was the availability of roads. In the case of India and Pakistan, this problem has been studied by B.Subbarao, who identified three types of region: focal or central, relatively isolated and completely isolated regions. The problem has also been specially examined in relation to Bronze Age cultures by A.H.Dani. In Central Asia the major routes for cultural and commercial contacts, the dispersal of tribal groups and subsequently the movement of military forces generally circumverted the harsh mountain countries and the waterless deserts. Of the large rivers, the Indus in Pakistan and the Amu Darya in Central Asia were used transport in various parts. With its convenient anchorages, the coastline of interregional sea commerce, which is attested even during the Harappan civilization and which figured  prominently both in Roman times and in the Middle Ages. But the chief role in all periods was played by the overland roads, and from the early agricultural periods, caravan paths threaded their way along the mountain systems that the Iranian plateau. For archaeologist they are mapped by the settlement of early farming tribes that were dispersed  along them. Harder to overcome was the barrier of Paropamisos and the Hindu Kush with its high passes that lay across the way from Central Asia to Pakistan and India. Yet they too, like the southern coastal shipping route, were conquered no later than the period of the Harappan civilization, as indicated by the discovery of a Harappan trading post at Shortugai on the middle course of the Amu Darya, which confirmed the close links between the cultures of the Bronze Age Indus valley and of the northern Kopet Dag plain that had previously been established from close parallels in their material cultures and finds imported artefacts: for instance, the distribution of stone vessels with artistic reliefs, some of which were made in Tepe Yahya in south-eastern Iran, the Indus Valley, Mesopotamia.
And now , it is important to mention some ancient connection roads, Gorno-Badakhshan – Sarazm. This connection road  was consist of two main parts. First part passed by Paropamisos mountains, Temir Darvaza in Surhkandarya region and second part was by southern Sogd.
Gorno-Badakhshan- the culture of Zamanbaba . this way also had two main parts , they are from Gorno-Badahkshan- northern Afghanistan  (Dashli)- the middle point of the Amu Darya- the lower valley of Zarafshan or Gorno-Badakhshan- northern Afghanistan  (Dashli)-Surkhan region (Sapally)-the lower valley of Kashkadarya- the Culture of Zamanbaba. The evidence showed the second road was most widely-used in II millennia B.C.
Gorno-Badakhshan- southern Turkmenistan . This connection road was used in Neolithic Age and Bronze Age: Barakhshan –Shurtukai- Myndygak- Namazgah-Oltintepe but from II millennia B.C that road was from Badakhshan – northern Afghanistan the left coast of the Amu Darya until Odoytepe , and from here the valley of Murgab – southern Turkmenistan.
Central Asia’s another internal road that connected by Murgob played great role in linking between southern and central region. Firstly, this road was used to link the places of southern Turkmenistan with the Murgob river.
As we mentioned before, “there existed proto-urban civilizations in III millennia  B.C in southern Turkmenistan and II millennia B.C in southern Uzbekistan.  With the recent evidence , it can be known that Sappaly and Jarkoton Culture appeared because of some ancient routes. Some scholar believed that the creation of Sappaly connected the migration from Anau-Namazga. The migrated people from Kapetdog to Margyona placed in two coast of Amu Darya in Bacteria and formated two cultural places in Afghanistan (Dashli) and in Surkhandarya (Sappaly).(Askarov A.1977, c 156-158 ) ”.Above opinions can be informed us about the route of migration; Namazga-Murgob- Dashly(Northern Afghanistan)- Sopolly(Sherabod). The opening of II millennia B.C , ancient connection route which linked the valley of Fargana with region’s southern parts became more widely-used. Because, metal findings and other evidence in Chust Fargana are similar with southern Turkmenistan’s or Iran’s.
Thus, in the Bronze Age, along the water places of Central Asia formated some ancient internal routes from southern part to the north-east. This communication roads appeared in the rivers of region: the Amu Darya, Zarafshan, Syr Darya and other crossed-places of rivers and this process led to use of some means of water transport. With combining given information above, there were many connection roads used in Neolithic Age and Bronze Age in Central Asia.
1) Kapetdog- Murgob – low Zarafshan–high Zarafshan.  This communication route was widely-used in Neolithic Age and Bronze Age.
2) Kapetdog – Murgob - Khoresm this road was used in Bronze Age in III-II millennia B.C
3) Kapetdog – low Murgob- middle Murgob-northern Afghanistan- Surkhan valley. this road played so important role in the process of urbanization  in the end of III- the beginning of II millennia B.C
4) Surkhanandarya- Kashkadarya- Zarafshan -Northern Tajikistan-Fargana Valley the demand of this road was so high in the middle of II millennia B.C
5) Northern Afghanistan and Surkhandarya- the coasts of the  Amu Darya-  Khoresm this road used after Bronze Age and the along two coasts of the Amu Darya was wide trade routes
6 )High Zarafshan- low Zarafshan- Khoresm this road was began to use in Neolithic Age and Bronze Age)”
First reason of  creating  ancient route is to connect mining places with other parts, second reason is migration because of demand of irrigational places.
And , as we all know that there were so many external roads in Central Asia. Before beginning to list of them, I should give some general  information about what reason was to create for external trade routes.
This transcontinental trading way largest in the history of mankind connected Europe and Asia and in days of old was stretched from antique Rome to ancient capital of Japan Plank beds. Certainly, trade between the East and the West was conducted from time immemorial, but it were separate pieces of the future great way. Occurrence of commercial relations was promoted in many respects by working out in mountains of the Central Asia of deposits of semiprecious stones - lazurite, a nephrite, a cornelian, turquoise, valued in the east. “So, existed "lazurite" way on which of the Central Asia to Iran, Mesopotamia and even to Egypt delivered this stone. Simultaneously with it developed "nephrite" way connecting areas of Hotana and Yarkand with areas of Northern China. Besides, the cornelian was taken out to the countries of Forward Asia from Sogdiana and Bactria, and from Khoresm - turquoise. All these routes, eventually, have joined the Great silk way.” If to speak about the history of Silk Road, the beginning of contacts and exchange links is referred to the III – I millennium BC, these links were worked out in connection with exploitation of deposits of lazurite in the mountains of Badakhshan and of deposits of nephrite in the upper stream of river Yarkent-Daria, in Khotan region. Lazurite, extracted in Badakhshan was exported to Iran, Mesopotamia, Anatolia, Egypt and Syria. This part had the name “Lazurite Road”. It connected Central Asia and Middle East with Mediterranean and India. Also existed so-called “Nephrite Road” which connected East Turkestan with China. This road delivered the nephrite, so popular in the yards of Chinese Emperors, to China.1)
In the middle of I millennium BC “The Steppe Road” began to function. By the description of Herodotus, we can follow its direction: from Black Sea region to the shores of Don River, than to the lands of Sauromates to South Ural region, to Irtysh and lake Zaisan. Furs and leather, Iranian carpets items of pressure stones were spread by this road.2)
Not long ago it was considered that invention of silk and trade of silk is referred to the I millennium BC. But the Chinese archaeologists, who excavated in the province Chzhetszyan, near the lake Taikhu, found silk fabrics, belts and yarn, referring to the epoch of neolith. The age of fabric – 2750 (+- 100) year BC. Its analysis is the evidence that almost five thousand years ago silk growing was already developed. “In the VI-V cc BC the Chinese silk began to be exported to the other countries, including west. Silk horse-cloth with the embroidered phoenixes on it was found during excavations of one of "Tsar" burial mounds of Pazyryk in 2 In Neolithic and Bronze Age, some very important events occurred to make faster the process of civilization in the ancient world (Mesopotamia, Egypt, Elam, Indus Valley, Central Asia and etc.) .”  For instance, the use of metallurgy, irrigational farming,  proto-urban –cities and  large united  countries, and   inventions  in means of water and land transport(horse, donkey, camel). For that kind of reason, Central Asia was able to communicate with the ancient Middle East and several economic  factors caused to motivate Central Asia in the creation of ancient trade routes with the Middle East. Especially , the metal , none-metal, precious stones, rare mineral of ancient Bacteria and Sagdiana were high demand in the Middle East. Lapis lazuli was so appreciative stone in Mesopotamia, Egypt. As we mentioned before, main lapis lazuli mine was located in Central Asia. Lapis lazuli was being mined in the Badakhshan province of Afghanistan as early as the 3rd millennium BC,[2] and there are sources that are found as far east as in the region around Lake Baikal in Siberia. Trade in the stone is ancient enough for lapis jewelry to have been found at Predynastic Egyptian and ancient Sumerian sites, and as lapis beads at Neolithic burials in Mehrgarh, the Caucasus, and even as far from Afghanistan as Mauritania. The ancient Aryans played very important role to spread that precious stones.
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