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IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN UKRAINE

Beginning of the third millennium changed the view of humanity on the problems of education. It became clear that scientific and technological progress is not able to solve social problems, and really the most important value in the modern world is the person who can rationally find the solution of global problems of mankind. The major role in the formation of such a person belongs to education, particularly – higher. Improving the quality of higher education is a prerequisite for the formation of a single world educational space, turning it into a creative process.
 In the process of updating education systems of European countries it is observed the following trends : increasing the length of compulsory education; rapid quantitative growth of the students and, consequently, higher schools; the growing importance of foreign language learning, promoting mobility of students and teachers, the creation and dissemination of common standards of education  etc. An important feature of the educational system of Europe is "the European dimension of education" when youth studies European community as a human community which seeks to build a new integrated society. In connection with this educational strategy it has been formed the appropriate conditions for such innovations in higher education as the Bologna process.
The Bologna Process is a deep structural reform of the European Graduate School in the transition to the knowledge society, the spread of globalization and the desire for integration [2, 18]. This global reform consists of three components: system-wide reform of the European level, national level and the level of universities.
In particular, the development of modern higher education in Ukraine takes place in two parallel directions: in accordance with the national strategy for socio- economic development of Ukraine and in the direction of European cooperation and integration of higher education of Ukraine into the European Higher Education Area.
The National Doctrine of Education Development (April 17, 2002) argues that "the strategic goal of the state education policy is the output of education received in Ukraine on the world market of educational services, deepening the international cooperation, increasing the participation of educational institutions, scientists, educators and teachers, pupils, students in projects of international organizations and communities" [1, 25]. Integration of Ukrainian education into the international educational space is based on the principles of the primacy of national interests, conservation and development of the intellectual potential of the nation; peacekeeping focus on international cooperation; systemic and mutually beneficial character of cooperation; tolerance in assessing the achievements of the educational systems of foreign countries and adapting them to the needs of the achievements of the national educational system [1, 25]. The Law "On Higher Education"  adopted by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine and signed by the President on January 17, 2002, was prepared with the participation not only of representatives of the national academic community, but also with foreign independent experts. The project of the law contained important democratic principles about university autonomy – empowering universities to dispose their funds, property, to form personnel policy etc. Active critic of the law by teachers contributed amendments. On September 22, 2005 the Verkhovna Rada adopted the law "On Amendments to the Law of Ukraine" On Higher Education" (regarding training of specialists)", but under pressure from student organizations the new law was vetoed by President [3, 263]. 

In May 2008, the second edition of the Law "On Higher Education " with important new provisions to expand the autonomy of universities, a new structure of higher education, relations with customers of professional staff, assigning scientific degrees and titles, student government, and many other things that would be consistent with the needs of the time.
 According to a new government draft law "On Higher Education" (2011) it is   expected in future training with higher education by educational qualification levels of junior specialist, bachelor's and master's degrees, educational and scientific level Ph.D. and scientific level of Doctor of Science. That is, we can witness the long-awaited bringing educational qualification, educational and scientific levels of Ukrainian higher education to European "denominator". The draft law "On Higher Education" was prepared by the Ministry of Education in 2010, but its first version caused massive student protests and criticism of the academic community. In particular, students protested against the planned reduction of the state order, against student government funding restrictions, limiting the autonomy of universities etc.
In May 2011, by order of President Viktor Yanukovych document was sent for revision. The new version of the draft law was prepared in November 2011. At the beginning of 2012, students protested against the government's bill, arguing that it implies centralization of higher education. As a result, Prime Minister Mykola Azarov instructed the working group chaired by Acting Rector of NTU "Kyiv Polytechnic" M. Zgurovsky hold further consultations on the bill. In the new version of the bill (registered in the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine under № 1187-2) changes were made in 67 of the 71 articles of the governmental document. "The new draft law includes the best of the government option and alternative bills introduced deputies Yuri Miroshnichenko, L. Orobets and A. Yatsenyuk. Approval of the bill would reduce the gap between the Ukrainian and foreign education", - commented on the work of the group M. Zgurovsky. He said that achievements of the new version of the bill has become the separation of powers of government and universities to ensure the autonomy of universities, as well as the possibility of cooperation between business and education " for a new generation of professionals". According to the authors, the draft law is aimed at ensuring sustainable socio-economic, high-tech and innovative development of the country through quality training of competitive human capital and strengthening links with society and higher education. 

Adoption of the draft law, as its authors say, will create the appropriate legal conditions to ensure equal access to quality higher education and the development of academic freedom in Ukraine, to facilitate mobility in the European area of higher education, as well as improved training of qualified personnel with higher education for innovative development society and the international recognition of national higher education. 

The components of the modern paradigm of Ukrainian education is the priority development of the education system, focused on the new needs of society, development of a new system of values ​​in young people and new relationships between teacher and student, the formation of learning motivation, focused on updating their own system of values​​; overcoming technocratic education, providing new educational process methods with humanistic orientation, focus on mental integrity and moral-aesthetic content of the training, the introduction the elements of spiritual identity and real performances into it. 

There are three main contradictions that characterize the ideal education system: 1) education should be expensive to be of high quality and cheap at the same time to be available; 2) education should be very specific, since it is impossible to know everything, and at the same time broad enough to specialist to navigate the interdisciplinary knowledge and quickly retrained if necessary, and 3) education should be voluntary to be as efficient as possible, and at the same time necessary, because incompetence is socially dangerous. 

In the context of the reform of education leading universities of the country's increasing demand for the management culture, paying more attention to the research work, has become a significant focus on high academic standards. Let’s hope that the higher vocational education of modern Ukraine will develop in the direction of the competitiveness, quality and strengthening social significance in conditions of comprehensive state support.
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